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CARDBOARD KAYAK RACE 
These were probably the best engineered 
cardboard kayaks, canoes and rafts (if that’s what you can call them) you’ll ever see. 

The Colorado School of Mines students partook in the esteemed engineering school’s 91st Engineering Days competi-
tion, highlighted by its annual Cardboard Boat race on Clear Creek in Golden, Colo. Around 100 entries partook in the 
challenge, in which the students can only use cardboard 
and duct tape to create their water craft. Then the craft 
must survive a trip down the Clear Creek Whitewater 
Park without falling apart while still adhering to the rules 
of the Archimedes Principle. (Spoiler alert: some did, 
some didn’t). 

The event drew a packed-banks crowd of onlookers, 
there to witness the cardboard carnage and cheer the 
thrills and, often, spills. The event also prompted a host 
of responses on the school’s social platforms, including 
“The students are a lot better engineers and designers 
than they are paddlers.” 

What to see for yourself? Click the link below: 

Cardboard Kayak Race—CO School of mines 
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https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=cardboard+boat+race+kayak+colorado+school+of+mines&mid=6633901C8E6C75A820276633901C8E6C75A82027&FORM=VIRE
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Latest Trip Schedules    Summer/Fall    2025 

Hi SNCKC, 

 

Below and attached in PDF for anyone that wants to print, is our trip schedule for the rest of 
2025. As always, trip dates and destinations may change depending on the weather, water con-
ditions, and trip leader availability. Also, as always, new trip leaders are encouraged and there 
are plenty of experienced trip leaders to provide assistance. 
 
Camping reservation announcements have already been sent out by trip leaders and for the 
most part people have made their reservations. If you do not have, or were not able to get a 
reservation, contact the trip leader. At this stage trip leaders are only communicating with peo-
ple that have confirmed they are joining their trip and have a campsite. I also sent out a 
campsite reservation announcement for Sunset Beach (leaderless trip). I will compile a roster of 
people that made a campsite reservation for Sunset Beach and that group can communicate 
with each other for planning.  

I am looking forward to seeing many of you on the water. 

Rachel Finson  

530.263.0706  

then 
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CLUB MEETINGS and EVENTS  
 

 

Thursday, September 25th 

Quiz Night  -  This could be  

about Mussels and Muscles 

And this is a Pizza Night  

Contribution $10/person or a salad to share 

 

Thursday, October 23rd   - NID SPEAKS 

Sierra Monroe,  

Hydroelectric Compliance Technician at NID  

 

Friday, November 21st  -  Thanksgiving Pot Luck Paddle 

Venue is Lake Natomas, Put-in is at Black Miners Bar, Time is TBD 

Chuck Kastenholz is lead  - Contact him at cvkasten@msn.com 

 

December Holiday Party  - TBD 
Tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, December 10th at Seaman’s Lodge. However 
the BOD is looking into new venues that can also cater the event….. Stay tuned!! 

Monthly club meetings are typically held at 6:00 pm the fourth Thursday of every month  

at Seaman’s Lodge in Pioneer Park, 427 Nimrod Street, Nevada 

HEY!!! 
Do you have an idea for a presentation, discussion, movie, or game 

that would be good at  one of our monthly member meetings?  
Contact Debi Savoy at 2bjsavoy@gmail.com 

mailto:mcvkasten@msn.com
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LAKE TAHOE  CAMPING PADDLE - Aug 15th thru Aug 19th , 2025 

Six from SNCKC spent the week of Sept 15 thru Sept 19 camping at Sugar Pine Point campground on the 
west shore of Lake Tahoe. 

 

Three extra joined us for a first day paddle 
from Baldwin Beach into Emerald Bay and 
back.  Beautiful weather, calm water and 
not too many motorcraft made the paddle 
very enjoyable.  A few of us got out at Fan-
ette Island and hiked up to the Tea 
House.  Sighted lots of eagle/osprey nests 
and at least one osprey on the south side 
of the Bay on the return paddle. 

 

Day Two found us on a hike on Bayview 
Trail / Cascade Falls Trail from the south 
side of Emerald Bay to Cascade Creek 
overlooking Cascade Lake.  The creek was 
quite low but still running and made for 
some great pics as the hikers were able to 
cross the creek at a hundred points and 
have some stunning views of Cascade Lake 
with Lake Tahoe in the background.  We 
recommend this hike to all of you (just a 

bit more than a mile out), fairly level but with some up and down with large steps ... overall much easier than 
the hike to Eagle Lake with similar views and much less foot traffic and easier parking. 

 

Day Three had the group paddling from the USDA camp ground on the south side of Meeks Bay up to Ehr-
man Mansion and back.  Another calm day with hardly any water traffic and just a little overcast. 

 

Two potlucks, one at the Brunmeier cabin in Tahoma, made sure none of us starved!  We were able to have 
two evenings with BYO drinks on the veranda at Ehrman Mansion before dinner.  Nice to be able to live like a 
billionaire without all that fiscal responsibility! 

 

The group campsite (G7) at Sugar Pine was 
very level, plenty of parking between the five 
campsites and plenty of level tent area and 
good size bear boxes.  The campgrounds were 
rather quiet with very few campers ... unlike 
the "madhouse" in the summer peak sea-
son.  Nice bathroom facilities though the 
showers were a bit of a walk or a short drive 
from the campsite. 

 

SNCKC looks forward to more paddles on 
Lake Tahoe.  Hopefully, now that they are do-
ing reservations at Sand Harbor we will be 
able to schedule a Sand Harbor paddle for 
next year?! 

 

     -Chuck 
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Lake Tahoe Paddle  - Continued 
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Lake Tahoe - Continued 



Page 7 

The WET EXIT   SEP 2025 

REMINDER—2 New SNCKC Acquisitions  

SNCKC LOANER and LEARNER BOATS AVAIABLE 

For SNCKC MEMBERS and their friends, these are high quality roto-tooled kayaks made by 

NECKY. The are turn-of-the-century vintage and are very stable in lake and ocean waters. 

and they paddle fast for their weight. They come with paddles and after-market fitted 

seats.  They are currently being stored in Grass Valley at Chris Crains’ house .  To pick one 

or both up for a paddling event, just send Chris an email  at   cgcrain@gmail.com or call at 

(530) 263-0942  

mailto:cgcrain@gmail.com
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C  L  A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S  
WANTED – Ocean Worthy SOT Kayak 

Posted July 20th, 2025 

Dear Paddling Friends, 

I am seeking a sit-on-top kayak for my son. 

He and his scuba group are doing environmen-
tal work involving kelp. Some of the kelp for-
ests are too far offshore to swim to and the 
kayak would help him and his gear get to the 
location. 

If you have one for sale, please contact me. 

Arlene (916) 203-3268,  

toadjamar@gmail.com 

 

mailto:toadjamar@gmail.com
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FIND OUR WEBSITE AT       
 

WHERE ’S THE KAYAK ? 

mysnckc .org   

Lori Appling was the first member who hasn’t re-
ceived a whistle to send me the correct name of 
last month’s venue as Utica Reservoir .   Below is a 
new photo and the first to send in the correct loca-
tion of the lone kayak, receives a new safety whis-
tle, shown below. 

          Send your answer to keith@zwrvr.net  

• President: Chris Crain 
• Trips/VP: Rachel Finson 
• Programs: Debi Savoy 
• Secretary: Margaret Arroyo 
 

• Treasurer:  Marna Duncan 
• Membership:  Chuck Kastenholz 
• Communications: Keith Schoendoerfer 
• Honorary (Founder): Kit Wiegman 

 2025-2026 SNCKC Officers 

https://sierranevadacanoeandkayakclub.wordpress.com
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