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         Baja Program Teaches Local Kids How to Kayak  
A weeklong program in Baja gives 24 schoolchildren from low-resource homes in Loreto the chance to learn, grow, and 
fall in love with the ocean through sea kayaking — all at no cost to their families. 

Founded and led by Sea Kayak Baja Mexico’s Ginni Callahan, one of the 
world’s foremost kayak coaches and guides who has been providing kayak 
trips in Baja for over twenty-five years, the program targets local kids, aged 
10–15, carefully selected in partnership with dedicated local teachers. 

Each year, Sea Kayak Baja Mexico hosts its popular Summer Course (Curso 
de Verano), a weeklong summer youth program giving local kids a chance 
to get out on the water and experience the joy of kayaking. Many have 
never even swum before, but over one action-packed week they learn to 
paddle, float, wear lifejackets, and see underwater with a mask and snor-
kel. During the program they also shed fear, gain confidence, and discover 
how deeply we are all connected to nature. All 24 schoolchildren are from 
low-resource homes and are given 100% spon-
sorship. SKBM partners with EcoAlianza and 
teachers to select deserving kids aged 10-15. 

 

K  A  Y  A  K        N  E  W  S 

  Continued  on Page 7 
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2026 TRIP SCHEDULES 
Spring is a beautiful time to be on the water.  

Below are schedules for the 2026 paddling season. Included in the schedules are calls for mem-
bers to help organize and lead some of the scheduled trips. If you are interested, contact Rachel 
(SNCKC Trips Chair) at rasatsuki@gmail.com. 

Camping Paddles have been planned and organized, however, there still may be an announce-
ment or two yet to be broadcast to the membership. If you are interested in joining one of the 
2026 trips, check with the listed Trip Organizer for current status and information on joining the 
trip. 

To join a Day Paddle, mark your calendars and wait for a broadcast announcement from the trip 
organizer which should be about 2 weeks in advance of the trip. However, if you have missed the 
announcement or think you have waited too long, contact the listed Trip Organizer to get on the 
roster of trip participants. 

As in past years, any member may organize a FRIENDS POP-UP Paddle and advertise through the 
SNCKC proprietary Mail-Server. However, FRIENDS POP-UP trip organizers and participants, re-
gardless of being a SNCKC member or not, must be aware that FRIENDS POP-UP events are not 
sponsored by SNCKC. Responsibility for all safety with such events are owned and overseen by 
the organizer and the participants. For more information on using SNCKC’s Mail-Server for organ-
izing FRIENDS POP-UP Paddles, contact Rachel at rasatsuki@gmail.com. 

Also find the schedules on the SNCKC website at Trip Schedules | Sierra Nevada Canoe & Kayak Adventure Club  

Continued on Next Page 

https://snck.club/trip-schedules-2/
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2026 TRIP SCHEDULES 

SNCKC is always looking for members  to participate at a higher level, specifically as a Trip 

Organizer or a Trip Water Lead. As previously mentioned, if you are interested in learning to 
become a leader, you can contact Rachel at rasatsuki@gmail.com. It is a friendly and easy pro-
cess where you would be paired up with experienced trip leaders on familiar venues until you 
feel confident in running a trip on your own. There are a number of very experienced leaders 
in the club that would like the opportunity to pass on their knowledge. 

mailto:rasatsuki@gmail.com
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CLUB MEETINGS and EVENTS  
 

 

 

Thurs., March 26th   - Prescribed Burns and controlled Burning at home 

Haley Coopergard, a Prescribed Fire education Manager for the Nevada County Re-
source Conservation District will speak to us about prescribed burns at home and in our 
neighborhoods. 

               THIS IS A PIZZA NITE 

 

Thurs., April 23rd  -  Paddling the Baja Coast 

SNCKC Members, Rick and Diane Range will be presenting their exciting and chal-
lenging kayak trip along the coast of the baja peninsula 26 years ago. More on this in 
the April Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Thurs., May 28th  -  Annual SNCKC Potluck Picnic 

Announcements will be broadcast in April and detailed in the May Newsletter 

 

Thurs., June 25th  -  TBD 

                 THIS IS A PIZZA NITE 

 

Thurs., July 23rd  -  TBD 

 

 

Thurs., August 27th  -  SNCKC Annual Safety Clinic 

With Thomas Schuebel  Time is TBD  Venue is TBD 

 

 

Thurs., September 24th  -  Trivia Quiz Night 

                 THIS IS A PIZZA NITE 

 

Monthly club meetings are typically held at 6:00 pm the fourth Thursday of every month  

at Seaman’s Lodge in Pioneer Park, 427 Nimrod Street, Nevada City.  

HEY!!! 
Do you have an idea 

for a presentation, dis-
cussion, movie, or 

game that would be 
good at  one of our 
monthly member 

meetings?  
Contact Debi Savoy at 
2bjsavoy@gmail.com 

After the presentation there will be a book available, “The Pacific Alone”, which is about the 
only solo kayak trip from the mainland (Ventura, CA) to Hawaii. 
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CONTROL BURNING  
at our homes and in our neighborhoods 
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CONTROL BURNING  
at our homes and in our neighborhoods 
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Baja Program Teaches Local Kids How to Kayak  
This last summer, 12 secondary students from a lower-resource Loreto school district went kayaking, 
spotting birds, practicing water safety, and learning why the sea matters—many for the very first time. The 
next week, the program included a younger group of primary school children. A portion of Sea Kayak Baja’s 
outfitting fees on its regular trips support the program. 

A weeklong program in Baja gives 24 schoolchildren from low-resource homes in Loreto the chance 
to learn, grow, and fall in love with the ocean through sea kayaking — all at no cost to their families. 

Founded and led by Sea Kayak Baja Mexico’s Ginni Callahan, one of the world’s foremost kayak coaches 
and guides who has been providing kayak trips in Baja for over twenty-five years, the program targets local 
kids, aged 10–15, carefully selected in partnership with dedicated local teachers. 

Each year, Sea Kayak Baja Mexico hosts its popular Summer Course (Curso de Verano), a weeklong sum-
mer youth program giving local kids a chance to get out on the water and experience the joy of kayaking. 
Many have never even swum before, but over one action-packed week they learn to paddle, float, wear 
lifejackets, and see underwater with a mask and snorkel. During the program they also shed fear, gain con-
fidence, and discover how deeply we are all connected to nature. All 24 schoolchildren are from low-
resource homes and are given 100% sponsorship. SKBM partners with EcoAlianza and teachers to select 
deserving kids aged 10-15. 

This last summer, 12 secondary students from a lower-resource Loreto school district went kayaking, 
spotting birds, practicing water safety, and learning why the sea matters—many for the very first time. The 
next week, the program included a younger group of primary school children. A portion of Sea Kayak Baja’s 
outfitting fees on its regular trips support the program. 

While Curso de Verano is run by coaches who have earned international certifications and/or are in devel-
opment, olders teens help out as well, giving it a peer component. EcoAlianza’s Esquadrón de la Natura-
leza “Nature Squad” includes 16-17 year-olds who’ve demonstrated their commitment to conservation 
and community, with SKBM’s staff training four of them to assist with the program, a valuable leadership 
experience. 

Throughout the program, the children learn and practice such life skills as teamwork, self-esteem, respon-
sible habits, deepening friendships, and cultivating a passionate curiosity for life. They also learn such prac-
tical skills as adjusting and wearing a life jacket, floating, swimming, using a mask and snorkel, paddling a 
kayak and paddleboard, practicing personal safety on the water, and assisting others in need. They also 
gain an environmental connection to the sea, learning to respect it. The beloved grand finale is always a 
motorboat trip to Isla Coronados with mask, snorkel, kayaks and picnic lunch on the final day of the 
course. 

Real Life Success 

Don’t think the program and what it 
preaches is transformative for these 
youth? Consider the following testimoni-
als: 

• Maria played on the shores of Laguna 
San Ignacio as a child. A training pro-
gram opened doors for her career as 
a kayak guide, SCUBA instructor, and 
business partner in EdMar SCUBA 
school in La Paz. 

• Javier was introduced to the sea 
through kayaking when he was young 
and he’s now the harbormaster at 
Marina Puerto Escondido. 

• Ramon learned to paddle through a 
school internship program and built 
his career around it. He guides, 
coaches, and repairs kayaks in Loreto, where he teaches the next generation at Curso de Verano. 

Want to help? Donate here: https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=UXYFW9BC4H77G 

Co-sponsor a child for $125; Half sponsor for $250’ Fully sponsor for $500 
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Fill in Page 
Fill in the balloons & Caption and send it to Me (keith@zwrvr.net) 

and I’ll post the funniest in the next Newsletter 

 

CAPTION: 
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Invasive Species Mitigation  
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Invasive Species Mitigation  
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C  L  A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S  
FOUND!! - A High End Paddle at Ice House Res. 

[Posted in February 2026] 

Someone found a very expensive paddle this past 

summer.  It was left on the boat dock at Ice 
House Reservoir.  If anyone was at Ice house at 
all, could you let me know if maybe someone in the 
club left a paddle there.  You will need to know the 
brand/model and description  

I would love to get this paddle back to its rightful 
owner.  Please contact Chuck Kastenholz at 
530.401.1502 if you lost the paddle.  
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FIND OUR WEBSITE AT       
 

WHERE ’S THE KAYAK ? 

mysnckc .org   

• President: Chris Crain 
• Trips/VP: Rachel Finson 
• Programs: Debi Savoy 
• Secretary: Margaret Arroyo 
 

• Treasurer:  Marna Duncan 
• Membership:  Chuck Kastenholz 
• Communications: Keith Schoendoerfer 
• Honorary (Founder): Kit Wiegman 

 2025-2026 SNCKC Officers 

So after a hint, Eric Schlanger guessed correctly that the kayaks were 
at Lake Davis.  Below is a new location, the first member to email me 
( keith@zwrvr.net ) with the correct name of this Venue, wins either a 
Green Safety Whistle or 3” SNCKC transitional Sticker… Your choice. 

          Cheers, 

          Keith 

https://sierranevadacanoeandkayakclub.wordpress.com
mailto:keith@zwrvr.net
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