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3aja Program Teaches Local Kids How to Kayak

A weeklong program in Baja gives 24 schoolchildren from low-resource homes in Loreto the chance to learn, grow, and
fall in love with the ocean through sea kayaking — all at no cost to their families.

Founded and led by Sea Kayak Baja Mexico’s Ginni Callahan, one of the
world’s foremost kayak coaches and guides who has been providing kayak §
trips in Baja for over twenty-five years, the program targets local kids, aged y&&
10-15, carefully selected in partnership with dedicated local teachers. &

Each year, Sea Kayak Baja Mexico hosts its popular Summer Course (Curso i
de Verano), a weeklong summer youth program giving local kids a chance
to get out on the water and experience the joy of kayaking. Many have
never even swum before, but over one action-packed week they learn to
paddle, float, wear lifejackets, and see underwater with a mask and snor- ==
kel. During the program they also shed fear, gain confidence, and discover =
how deeply we are all connected to nature. All 24 schoolchildren are from -
low-resource homes and are given 100% spon-
sorship. SKBM partners with EcoAlianza and Continued on Page 7 L — —_—— = ——
teachers to select deserving kids aged 10-15. of this Newsletter T T =
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2026 TRIP SCHEDULES

Spring is a beautiful time to be on the water.

Below are schedules for the 2026 paddling season. Included in the schedules are calls for mem-
bers to help organize and lead some of the scheduled trips. If you are interested, contact Rachel
(SNCKC Trips Chair) at rasatsuki@gmail.com.

Camping Paddles have been planned and organized, however, there still may be an announce-
ment or two yet to be broadcast to the membership. If you are interested in joining one of the
2026 trips, check with the listed Trip Organizer for current status and information on joining the
trip.

To join a Day Paddle, mark your calendars and wait for a broadcast announcement from the trip
organizer which should be about 2 weeks in advance of the trip. However, if you have missed the
announcement or think you have waited too long, contact the listed Trip Organizer to get on the
roster of trip participants.

As in past years, any member may organize a FRIENDS POP-UP Paddle and advertise through the
SNCKC proprietary Mail-Server. However, FRIENDS POP-UP trip organizers and participants, re-
gardless of being a SNCKC member or not, must be aware that FRIENDS POP-UP events are not
sponsored by SNCKC. Responsibility for all safety with such events are owned and overseen by
the organizer and the participants. For more information on using SNCKC’s Mail-Server for organ-
izing FRIENDS POP-UP Paddles, contact Rachel at rasatsuki@gmail.com.

AlSO find the schedules on the SNCKC website at Trip Schedules | Sierra Nevada Canoe & Kayak Adventure Club

¥ X ARIVAL ~ > DEPARTURE TRIP WATER TRIP
MONTH VENUE = 3 DATE =3 DATE NIGHTS INITIATOR LEAD COMMENTS
Gwen Huff - Chris Crain - Reservations completed. Contact
N = [}
MAY MCARTI:;IZ sBURNEY = 15-May IE 19-May gwenhuff5410@gmail.com - [f cgcrain@gmail.com - (530) 263f| Gwen for questions or changes
916) 873-5923 0942 reqarding reservations

NAPA/PETALUMA c Rachel Finson - Nancy VanHorn - Reservations completed. Contact
JUN RIVERS - Skyline § 15-Jun I 19-Jun 4 rasatsuki@gmail.com - (530) nancyvh1021@gmail.com - | Rachel for questions or changes
Wilderness C 263-0706 415) 377-9565 reqarding reservations

SILVER LAKE/CAPLES
LAKE

TWIN LAKES - Crags =
Group USNF 20-Aug

5
S 14-Sept

12-Jul

Sun

Wed

Chris Crain - Reservations completed. Contact
15-Jul 3 W cgcrain@gmail.com - (530) 263 Chris for questions or changes
0942 regarding reservations
Gwen Huff - Chris Crain - Group campground has been
4 gwenhuff5410@gmail.com - [l cgcrain@gmail.com - (530) 263{| reserved. Sign-up and payment
916) 873-5923 0942 will be in May/June
Chuck Kastenholz -
4 cvkasten@msn.com - (530) for making reservations six
401-1502 months in advance
Keith Schoendoerfer - Chris Crain - Keith will reach out to SNCKC
4 keith@zwrvr.net - (530) 205- J{ cgcrain@gmail.com - (530) 263{] with campsite info reserve sites
6305 0942 with Olewma campground

&
S 24-Aug

FORT BRAGG - Chuck will send out information

=
MacKerricher SP i 18-Sep

PT. REYES NS &
TOMALES BAY - Olema

0cT

C—
=
—

§ 6-0ct

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Continued on Next Page
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2026 TRIP SCHEDULES

2026 DAY PADDLES

; = TRIP WATER TRIP
VENUE ©  DATE INITIATOR LEAD COMMENTS

MO.
Chris Crain -
SNODGRASS SLOUGH 31-Mar | cgcrain@gmail.com - (530) N/A
263-0942

Chuck Kastenholz -
FOLSOM LAKE - Granite bay 22-Apr cvkasten@msn.com - N/A
530) 401-1502
Rachel Finson -
MAY BULLARDS BAR 11-May || rasatsuki@gmail.com - N/A
530) 263-0706
Gwen Huff -
MAY CLEMENTINE RES. 26-May [l swenhuff5410@gmail.com N/A
916) 873-5923
Keith Schoendoerfer -
JUN SUGAR PINE RES. 4-Jun keith@zwrvr.net - (530)
205-6305
Rachel Finson -
JUN LAKE VALLEY RES. 30-Jun rasatsuki@gmail.com -
530) 263-0706
Chris Crain -
JuL LAKE SPAULDING 21-Jul | cecrain@gmail.com - (530)
263-0942
Rachel Finson -
JUL FULLER LAKE 28-Jul rasatsuki@gmail.com - alancary@hotmail.com -
530) 263-0706 530) 575-7000
Sharon Cabello -
) Paddle Venue & Date will be firmed up by
£ ST N B
TBD - THIS TRIP NEEDS AN Paddle Venue & Date will be firmed up by
Chuck Kastenholz -
SEP | LAKE TAHOE - Sand Harbor 3-Sept cvkasten@msn.com - N/A
530) 401-1502
THERMALITO AFTERBAY TBD - THIS TRIP NEEDS AN N/A Paddle Venue & Date will be firmed up by
ORGANIZER the trip leader
ocT TBD - THIS TRIP NEEDS AN TBD - THIS TRIP NEEDS AN . Paddle Venve & Date will be firmed up by
ORGANIZER ORGANIZER the trip leader
ocT TBD - THIS TRIP NEEDS AN TBD - THIS TRIP NEEDS AN - Paddle Venue & Date will be firmed up by
ORGANIZER ORGANIZER the trip leader
Chuck Kastenholz -
L N'_4TOMA Black LE 20-Nov cvkasten@msn.com - This will be our traditional potluck paddle
Miners Bar 530) 401-1502
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Trip leaders have final choice +o determine paddle venne and date.

Tue

Wed

Mon

Tue

Tue || Thu

Tue

Tue

TBD

TBD

=}
S
-

TBD

TBD

TBD

SNCKCis always looking for members to participate at a higher level, specifically as a Trip
Organizer or a Trip Water Lead. As previously mentioned, if you are interested in learning to
become a leader, you can contact Rachel at rasatsuki@gmail.com. It is a friendly and easy pro-
cess where you would be paired up with experienced trip leaders on familiar venues until you
feel confident in running a trip on your own. There are a number of very experienced leaders
in the club that would like the opportunity to pass on their knowledge.
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CLU3 MEETINGS and EVENTS

Monthly club meetings are typically held at 6:00 pm the fourth Thursday of every month
at Seaman’s Lodge in Pioneer Park, 427 Nimrod Street, Nevada City.

Thurs., March 26th - Prescribed Burns and controlled Burning at home

Haley Coopergard, a Prescribed Fire education Manager for the Nevada County Re-
source Conservation District will speak to us about prescribed burns at home and in our
neighborhoods.

THIS 1S-A PIZZA NiTE

Thurs., April 23rd - Paddling the Baja Coast

SNCKC Members, Rick and Diane Range will be presenting their exciting and chal-
lenging kayak trip along the coast of the baja peninsula 26 years ago. More on this in
the April Newsletter.

After the presentation there will be a book available, “The Pacific Alone”, which is about the
only solo kayak trip from the mainland (Ventura, CA) to Hawaii.

Thurs., May 28th - Annual SNCKC Potluck Picnic
Announcements will be broadcast in April and detailed in the May Newsletter

Thurs., June 25th - TBD
THIS IS-A PIZZA NiTE

Thurs., July 23rd - TBD

HEY!!!

Thurs., August 27th - SNCKC Annual Safety Clinic | Do you have an idgq
With Thomas Schuebel Time is TBD Venue is TBD for a presentation, dis:
game that would be
good at one of our
monthly member
o . ] meetings?
Thurs., September 24th - Trivia Quiz Night Contact Debi Savoy at

2bjsavoy@gmail.com
HISISAPIZZANITE /28
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CONTROL BURNING

at our homes and in our neighborhoods

Nevada, county.

-

nsspciation =g

Prescribed Burn Associations (PBAs) are community based, mutual
aid networks that help private landowners and community members
put “good fire" back on the land

The Nevada County PBA serves to build a community of
engaged, “good fire” practitioners by:
* Working with the NCRCD or solely to provide training and
technical assistance to landowners in how to burn safely,

legally, responsibly, and ecologically Mfkiol ways.

* Supporting private landowners interested in using beneficial
prescribed fire as a tool to improve fire safety, improve forest
health, and enhance native plants and habitat.

* Connecting londowners in neighborhoods and Firewise
communities to work together to put good fire on the ground.

* Coordinating with the NCRCD to pursue grant-funded
opportunities in the future based on community interests and

needs, such as more advanced training for prospective burn
bosses and others,

PTBSCTIDBU 1] — %
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CONTROL BURNING

at our homes and in our neighborhoods

NCRCD Prescribed Fire Courses-
Prepare To Burn |
Rx 101
Conduct A Burn
Prepare A Burn Pléﬂf-'- :
Tools Of The Trade




The WETEXIT _or—wab o—aufo Nt <2~ MAR 2026

3aja Program Teaches Local Kids How to Kayak

This last summer, 12 secondary students from a lower-resource Loreto school district went kayaking,
spotting birds, practicing water safety, and learning why the sea matters—many for the very first time. The
next week, the program included a younger group of primary school children. A portion of Sea Kayak Baja’s
outfitting fees on its regular trips support the program.

A weeklong program in Baja gives 24 schoolchildren from low-resource homes in Loreto the chance
to learn, grow, and fall in love with the ocean through sea kayaking — all at no cost to their families.

Founded and led by Sea Kayak Baja Mexico’s Ginni Callahan, one of the world’s foremost kayak coaches
and guides who has been providing kayak trips in Baja for over twenty-five years, the program targets local
kids, aged 10-15, carefully selected in partnership with dedicated local teachers.

Each year, Sea Kayak Baja Mexico hosts its popular Summer Course (Curso de Verano), a weeklong sum-
mer youth program giving local kids a chance to get out on the water and experience the joy of kayaking.
Many have never even swum before, but over one action-packed week they learn to paddle, float, wear
lifejackets, and see underwater with a mask and snorkel. During the program they also shed fear, gain con-
fidence, and discover how deeply we are all connected to nature. All 24 schoolchildren are from low-
resource homes and are given 100% sponsorship. SKBM partners with EcoAlianza and teachers to select
deserving kids aged 10-15.

This last summer, 12 secondary students from a lower-resource Loreto school district went kayaking,
spotting birds, practicing water safety, and learning why the sea matters—many for the very first time. The
next week, the program included a younger group of primary school children. A portion of Sea Kayak Baja’s
outfitting fees on its regular trips support the program.

While Curso de Verano is run by coaches who have earned international certifications and/or are in devel-
opment, olders teens help out as well, giving it a peer component. EcoAlianza’s Esquadrén de la Natura-
leza “Nature Squad” includes 16-17 year-olds who’ve demonstrated their commitment to conservation
and community, with SKBM'’s staff training four of them to assist with the program, a valuable leadership
experience.

Throughout the program, the children learn and practice such life skills as teamwork, self-esteem, respon-
sible habits, deepening friendships, and cultivating a passionate curiosity for life. They also learn such prac-
tical skills as adjusting and wearing a life jacket, floating, swimming, using a mask and snorkel, paddling a
kayak and paddleboard, practicing personal safety on the water, and assisting others in need. They also
gain an environmental connection to the sea, learning to respect it. The beloved grand finale is always a
motorboat trip to Isla Coronados with mask, snorkel, kayaks and picnic lunch on the final day of the
course.

Real Life Success

Don’t think the program and what it
preaches is transformative for these =
youth? Consider the following testimoni- g 'f&"!
als: gl

e Maria played on the shores of Laguna i
San Ignacio as a child. A training pro- ==gf *
gram opened doors for her career as s
a kayak guide, SCUBA instructor, and
business partner in EdMar SCUBA
school in La Paz.

e Javier was introduced to the sea
through kayaking when he was young E
and he’s now the harbormaster at =
Marina Puerto Escondido.

e Ramon learned to paddle througha 2
school internship program and built ~
his career around it. He guides,
coaches, and repairs kayaks in Loreto, where he teaches the next generation at Curso de Verano.

Want to help? Donate here: https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted button id=UXYFW9BC4H77G
Co-sponsor a child for $125; Half sponsor for $250° Fully sponsor for 500

rage 7
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Watercraft Inspection Programs in California

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Invasive Species Program

This list is provided as a courtesy by the State of California. Additional waterbodies may conduct watercraft inspections that are not
on this list. Before traveling, boaters are encouraged to contact the managing agency to obtain current information on inspections
or restrictions. Please contact 866-440-9530 or invasives@wildlife.ca.gov if you are aware of additional inspection programs.

Waterbody

Phone Number

Website

Anderson Lake

(408) 355-2200

https-/fparks santaclaracounty gov/things-do/aquatics/boating-county-
nAarks

Big Bear Lake

(909) 866-5796

hitps ffwww. bbmwd.comflaunc hing-procedures/

Blue Lakes

(707) 263-2344

http-/fwww. nomussels.com/

Boca Reservoir

(530) 587-4911

http-/ftruckeeboatinspections com/

Cachuma Lake

(805) 686-5055

hit SJ'J"WWW countyofsb.or J'ESQJ"BDEIIH —VESSE‘| RE wrement

Calero Resenvoir

(408) 355-2200

Camanche Resenoir

(866) 763-5121

https:ffwww.ebmud.comirecreation/sierra-foothills/camanche-resernoir

Canyon Lake

(951) 246-3473

https_/fwww canyonlakepoa com/boating

Castaic Lake

(661) 257-4050

hitps /fwww.castaiclake. com/boatinspections

Clear Lake

(707) 263-2344

hitp-/fwww nomussels com/f

Contra Loma Reservoir

(510) 544-3233

Coyote Resenvoir

(408) 355-2200

https Sfwww ebparks. orqfactwmesfbc-atlnusalllnuflnvaswemussels htm

Crowley Lake

(760) 935-4043

http-ffwww crowleylakefishcamp com/boats

Del Valle Lake

(510) 544-3233

hitps (fwww.ebparks.org/activities/boatingsailing/invasivemussels. hitm

Diamond Valley Lake

(951) 926-7201

https:(fwww.dvmarina.com/boating-policies

Diaz Lake

(T60) 873-5577

hitps:/Awww. inyoc ounty us/services/parks-recreation

Don Pedro Lake

(209) 852-2396 Ext. 18

hitps /fwww. donpedrolake. comirecreation-area/boating-houseboating/

Donner Lake

930) 543.1501

hitp-/fruckeeboatinspections.com/

Echo Lake

(530) 659-7207

https /fwww echochalet net'boat-pier-services/

El Capitan Reservoir

(619) 465-3474

hitps /fwww. sandiego.goviresernvoirs-lakes/el-capitan-resenvoir

Fallen Leaf Lake

(530) 544-2628

http-/fwww flicsd_org/services/marina‘/mooring-rates

Hodges Reservoir

(619) 465-3474

https /fwww sandiego goviresenvoirs-lakes/hodges-resenvoir

Indian Valley Reservoir

(707) 263-2344

hitp-/fwww. nomussels.comf

Jenkinson Lake

(530) 295-6810

hitp /www eid orgfrecreation/boating/invasive-mussels

Waterbody

Phone Number

Website

Klondike Lake

(760) 872-1104

hitps (fwww. ladwp.comiwho-we-arefwater-system/los-angeles-
agueduct/ladwp-invasive-mussels-information

Lafayetie Reservoir

(925) 284-0669

hitps:ffwww.ebmud.comirecreation/east-bay/lafayette-resernvoir

Lake Arrowhead

(909) 337-2595 Ext. 203

https_/fwww ala-ca org/boat_inspections php

Lake Berryessa

(707) 455-4450

hitps (fwww. scwa2 comflake-berryessa-mussel-prevention-programy

Lake Casitas

(805) 649-2233 Ext. 103

hitps-(fwww casitaswater org/boating-fishing

Lake Chabot

(510) 544-3233

https /fwww ebparks org/activities/boatingsailing/invasivemussels htm

Lake Cuyamaca

(760) 765-0515

hitps (fwww. lakecuyamaca.net/boating

Lake Hemet

(951) 659-2680

hitps /fwww golakehemet. com/marina-rentals

Lake Hennessey

(707) 963-8625

https ffwww cityofnapa org/S80/L ake-Hennessey-Boating-Fishing

Lake Henshaw

(760) 782-3501

hitp-/fwww. lakehenshawresori.com

Lake Mendocino

(707) 467-4200

hitps /fwww dontmoveamussel com/

Lake Morena

(619) 579-4101

https /fwww sdparks org/content/sdparks/en/park-
pages/l akeMorena himi

Lake Macimiento

(805) 781-6006

hitps (fwww.slocounty.ca gov/Depariments/Public-

Works/Servic ESJ"F’I'DQFEJ ms-Outreach/Lake-Macimiento-Mussel-In SQECtiDn—
Proaram ssoy

Lake Perris

(9051) 657-2179

hitp-/fwww. parks. ca.govi/?page_id=24696

Lake Pillsbury

(707) 263-2344

http /fwww nomussels coms

Lake Piru

(805) 521-1500

hitps:/fexplorelakepiru.com/boating/

Lake Skinner

(951) 026-1541

hitps /fwww rivcoparks. org/lake-skinner-recreation-area/

Lake Sonoma

(707) 433-2200

http-/fdontmoveamussel com/

Lake Tahoe

(888) 824-6267

hitp /ffahoeboatinspections.com/

Lake Wildwood

(530) 432-1152

hitps:Awww. wwa. org/public/fags/security-and-gate-access-faqs

Lake Wohlford

(760) 839-4346

https.//www. escondido goviFacilities/Facility/Details/L ake-Wohlford-26

Lexington Resenvoir

(408) 355-2200

hitps:/fparks santaclarac ounty gov/things-do/aquatics/boating-coun




The WIET EXIT

Invasive Species [Mitigation

MAR 2026

Waterbody

Phone Number

Website

Loch Lomond

(831) 335-7424

hitp/fwww cityofsantacruz com/government/city-departments/parks-
recreatinn/oarks-bearches-nnen-shaces/narks/och-lnomond-recreaftion

Lopez Lake

(805) 788-2386

hitps_/slocountyparks com/camp/lopez-lake

Los Banos Creek Reservoir

(209) 826-1197 Ext. 112

hitp fwww parks ca.gov/?page_id=27723

Los Vagqueros Resenoir

(925) 240-2360

hitps_fwaww cowater com/d23Nisit-L os-Vagueros

Martis Creek Resenvoir

April - November: 530-587-

8113
December - March-

https-/hwww spkusace army miliMissions/Recreation/Martis-Creek-L ake/

530-432-6427

Modesto Reservoir

(209) 525-6750

hitps fwww stancounty comfparks/pdiizebra-quagaa-mussel-

nrevention ndf

New Melones Lake

(209) 536-0004

hitps./iwww usbr govimp/ccao/newmelones/planning-visitfindex. html

O'Neill Forebay

(209) 826-1197 Ext. 112

hitp/fwww. parks ca.gov/?page_id=27723

Pardee Reservoir

(209) 772-1472

hitps_fwww ebmud comirecreation/sierra-foothills/pardee-resernvoir

Pinto Lake

(831) 728-6194

hitps./iwww.cityofwatsonville.org/M525/Pinto-Lake

Prosser Resenvoir

(530) 587-4911

http:/fruckeeboatinspections.com/

Puddingstone Lake

(909) 599-8411

https-//parks lacounty govifrank-g-bonelli-regional-park/

Pyramid Lake

(661) 257-4050

hitps.//www castaiclake com/boatinspections

Quarry Lakes

(510) 544-3233

hitps./www ebparks. org/activities/boatingsailing/invasivemussels_him

Rollins L ake

(530) 265-8861

hitps (www nidwater com/gquagaa-and-zebra-mussel-prevention-and-
monitaring-nroaram

Ruth Lake

(707) 574-6332

hitp-/Awww. ruthlakecsd orgfsidebarzebra-guagga-mussels/

San Antonio Resenoir

(805) 472-2311

hitps/www comonterey.ca us/government/government-links/water-
resnlrces-aoency/oroaramsiouanda-and-rebra-mussels

San Luis Reservoir

(209) 826-1197

http-ffwww parks ca govi?page id=27723

San Pablo Reservoir

(510) 223-1661

hitps_fwww ebmud.comirecreation/east-bayisan-pablo-resenvoir

San Vicente Resernvoir

(619) 465-3474

https /i sandiego.goviresenvoirs-lakes/san-vicente-resenvoir

Santa Margarita Lake

(805) 788-2415

hitps-/slocountyparks.com/camp/santa-margarita-lake/

Scofts Flat Lake

(530) 265-5302

hitps./www. nidwater com/scotts-flat-lake-campground

Shadow Cliffs Lake

(510) 544-3233

hitps /fwww ebparks org/recreation/boating#quagga

Shasta Lake

(530) 275-1587

https/mwww s usda. gov/internet/FSE DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5144 741
_pdf

Silverwood Lake

(760) 389-2281

http:/fwww. parks.ca govi?page_id=25893

Stampede Resenvoir

(530) 587-4911

http:/fruckeeboatinspections.com/

Stevens Creek Reservoir

(408) 355-2200

hitps //parks santaclaracounty gov/things-do/aguatics/boating-county-
parks

Sutherland Beservoir

(619) 465-3474

hitps./iwww sandiego. goviresenvoirs-lakes/sutherland-resenvoir

Trinity Lake

(530) 623-2121

hitps www s usda gov/internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb51447 41
bdf

Tulloch Resernvoir

(209) 881-0107

hitps/www donpedrolake com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/MMussel-Self-
Insnecfion-Permit ndf

Whiskeytown Lake

(530) 246-1225
(530) 242-3451

hitps./fwww_nps.goviwhis/learn/news/quagga-mussel-prevention-
program.hitm

Woodward Reservoir

(209) 525-6750

hitps (www stancounty comfparks/pdiizebra-quagaa-mussel-
prevention. pdf
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W CLASSIFIEDS
FOUND!! - A High End Paddle at Ice House Res.

[Posted n February 2026¢]

Someone found a very expensive paddle this past
summer. T+ was left+ on the boat dock at Tce
House Reservoir. If anyone was at Ice house at
all, conld you let me kvnow if maybe someove in the
club left a paddle there. You will veed to know +he
brand/wmodel and descriptiou

T would love to get this paddle back +o its rightful
owwer. Please contact Chuck Kastenholz at
530.4011502 if you lost the paddle.
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WHERE'S THE KAYAK?

So after a hint, Eric Schlanger guessed correctly that the kayaks were

at Lake Davis. Below is a new location, the first member to email me

( keith@zwrvr.net ) with the correct name of this Venue, wins either a
Green Safety Whistle or 3” SNCKC transitional Sticker... Your choice.

Cheers,
Keith
™ FOX 40 CMG
/ ABSSNES, SAFTEY WHISTLE

« > 3-Chamber pealess
> 115 dB - Heard up to1 Mile

- 2025-2026 SNCKC Officers —

President: Chris Crain Treasurer: Marna Duncan
Trips/VP: Rachel Finson Membership: Chuck Kastenholz
Programs: Debi Savoy Communications: Keith Schoendoerfer
Secretary:  Margaret Arroyo Honorary (Founder): Kit Wiegman

FIND OUR WUEBSITE AT mygngkgg[g
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